Group Members:  _______________________________

______________________________________________

Use chapter 7 in the American Journey book to complete the following activitiy.
Forming a Republic

· The States agreed to form a Republic- a government in which the citizens rule through elected representatives.  The Americans could not agree, however, on the organization and powers of their new republic.  At first most Americans favored a weak central government.  They assumed the states would be much like small, independent countries.  It was soon realized that a stronger central government was needed to coordinate the war effort against the British.
· After the Articles of Confederation proved to have problems it was decided to create a stronger central government through a new Constitution.

Forming a More Perfect Union

· What were the three major concerns that Georgia had during the Constitutional Convention?

· 1. the slave trade would be affected
· 2. protection along Georgia’s Frontier from native American raids (this one in the Ga studies book)

· 3.  Individual rights protected through a Bill of Rights
· Who was in attendance at this Convention from Georgia?

 
William Few, William Pierce, William Houston, and Abraham Baldwin

Discussion and Disagreement 

-

Resolution

1. Large States v/s Small States 

-

The Great Compromise
2. Slavery and how representation is decided   -

3/5 Compromise
3. The slave trade



-
Congress will not mess with   slavery for 20 years
4. Protecting Individual Rights


-          A Bill of Rights will be added
The Supreme Law of the Land :       The Constitution
· The delegates had studied and discussed the history of political development at length- starting with ancient Greece- so that their new government so that their new government could avoid the mistakes of the past
· Whose tradition of valuing individual rights did the framers borrow from?

_The British Government
· The Constitution created a federal system.  What is meant by this statement?

This means that it divided powers between the national, or federal, government and the states
Influenced by Montesquieu (a mans name) idea of a division of powers, the framers divided the federal government into three branches.
· 1. The Legislative   - Makes the laws and divided into two houses because of the Great Compromise (House of Representatives and the Senate)
· 2. The Executive  - Carries out the laws (the President and his/her cabinet)
· 3. The Judicial  - They interpret the laws (Supreme court judges)
· The First __Three (a number) Articles describe the branches of Government.
· The most distinctive feature of the United States government is the separation of powers.  The goal of having it designed this way was to prevent any one branch from gaining too much power.  What is this referred to as? _System Checks and Balances.
· Unlike the Articles of Confederation where all 13 states had to ratify it in order for it to go into effect the Constitution required only nine states to ratify it so that it could go into effect.

After the ratification of the Constitution what was added to please the states interested in preserving individual rights for its citizens?  The Bill of Rights.
Why is it said that we have a Living Constitution? It is said that we have a living Constitution because we can change our Constitution with Amendments.
